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Think – Pair - Share

• Review the sample strategies
• Which strategies are you currently using to 

encourage students to actively participate?
• Which strategies do you use regularly to 

check for student understanding of your 
lesson objective?

Active Student Participation

• Occurs each time students make 
detectable responses to on going 
instruction

• Directly related to curriculum sequence
• Can be tallied or counted
• Is NOT the same as “On Task”



Active Participation vs. On Task
Thumbs up if you think it’s active, 

thumbs down if you feel it’s on task

• The class listened to a story about race cars.

• Ms. Jones has the class write the answer to a 
math problem on a white board and hold up their 
responses when prompted

• The students in gym listened as Mr. Smith 
demonstrated the appropriate form for shooting a 
foul shot.

Active v On Task cont�d

• Mrs. White praises the class for being 
quiet during silent reading during science

• The students in Mr. Andrews’ class 
chorally respond to review questions

Frequent Responses

Which category of response strategy 
do you use most frequently?

Oral 
Responding

Unison
Responding

Team 
Responses

Written 
Responses

Action 
Responses

• choral 
response

• think-pair-
share

• partner 
response

• choral 
response

• white-boards
• response 
cards

• numbered 
heads 
together

• jigsaw

• response 
cards

• white boards
• think-jot-
share

• pair and write

• touching/ 
pointing

• Gestures
• acting out
• hand signals
• Facial 
expressions



Multiple Opportunities to Respond

• An instructional question, statement or 
gesture made by the teacher seeking an 
academic response from students

(Sprick, Knight, Reinke & McKale 2006)

• A teacher behavior that prompts or solicits 
a student response (Simonsen et al, 2008)

– Reading aloud
– Writing answers to a problem
– Verbally answering a question
– Responding to a teacher’s cue (action)

Opportunities to Respond (OTR)

• Use of opportunities to respond (OTR) includes 
strategies for presenting materials, asking 
questions, and correcting students� answers to 
increase the likelihood of an active and desired 
response. 

• Addresses the number of times the teacher 
provides academic requests that require students 
to actively respond. 

• Teacher behavior that prompts or solicits a student 
response (verbal, written, gesture). 

Why Provide Multiple 
Opportunities to Respond?

• Increases student engagement with 
instruction

• Allows for high rates of positive, specific 
feedback 

• Limits student time for engaging in 
inappropriate behavior  

• Is an efficient use of instructional time
• Provides a form of formative 

assessment (check for understanding)
(Heward, 1994)

When do we check for understanding?

Components of Explicit Direct Instruction
•Activate Prior Knowledge - CFU
•Learning Objective - CFU
•I DO - CFU
•Lesson Importance - CFU
•WE DO (Guided Practice) - CFU
•Lesson Closure - CFU
•YOU DO (Independent Practice) - CFU



The Value of Providing OTR

• More time students are involved, more learned. 
• Increased rates of responding and subsequent 

improved learning tend to increase the amount 
that can be covered. 

• On-task behavior and correct response increase 
while disruptions decrease.

• Shown to improve reading and math performance.
• Provides continual feedback for the teach on 

student learning and the effectiveness of teaching 
strategies.

Guidelines for Response Rates

• Teacher talk should be no 
more than 40-50% of 
instructional time. 

• New material–a minimum of 
4-6 responses per minute 
with 80% accuracy.

• Review of previously 
learned material–8-12 
responses per minute with 
90% accuracy.

Council( for(Exceptional( Children,(1987;(Reinke,(Herman(&(Stormont,(2013

Response Strategies

• Varied and creative strategies exist.
• Verbal strategies–students respond orally to 

teacher prompts or questions. 
• Non-verbal strategies–student use a signal, 

card, writing or movement to respond. 

Opportunities to Respond (OTR)

Prompt

Teacher Provides: 
Prompts

& 
Wait time

Response

Student 
Responds:

Read
Write

Verbal Answer
Motor/Gesture

Feedback

Teacher Provides: 
Specific, Positive 

Feedback



Example
Prompt

Teacher says, 
�When I give the 
signal everyone 

answer this 
question: 

What is the square 
root of 49?

Teacher waits a 
few seconds and 

gives signal.

Response

Students chorally 
respond, �7�

Or

They write the 
answer on their 
white board and 

hold it up

Feedback

Teacher says, 
�Yes! The 

correct answer 
is 7�.

How Many OTRs?

How Many Opportunities to Respond?

Shortly after science class started, the teacher 
announced, �We have a small block of ice and the 
same sized block of butter. Tell your neighbor which 
one would melt first.� A few seconds later the teacher 
said, �Please write down in one sentence an 
explanation for your answer.� A few minutes later, the 
teacher told students to share with their neighbor what 
they had written. Shortly thereafter, the teach called on 
one student to tell the class her answer. The teacher 
then asked to the class to raise their hand if they 
agreed with the answer. Then the teacher asked 
students to give a thumb down if anyone disagreed.

Colvin, 2009

How Many Opportunities to Respond?

Shortly after science class started, the teacher 
announced, �We have a small block of ice and the 
same sized block of butter. Tell your neighbor which
one would melt first.� A few seconds later the 
teacher said, �Please write down in one sentence an 
explanation for your answer.� A few minutes later, the 
teacher told students to share with their neighbor
what they had written. Shortly thereafter, the teach 
called on one student to tell the class her answer. 
The teacher then asked to the class to raise their
hand if they agreed with the answer. Then the 
teacher asked students to give a thumb down if 
anyone disagreed.

Colvin, 2009



Verbal Responses: 
Cloze Response

Wait Time or Think Time–
•The time lapsed when delivering a question 
before calling on a student or cueing a group 
response.

– Engages students in thinking.
– Increases participation.
– Increases quality of responses.
– Results in fewer redirects of students and 

fewer discipline problems. 
Rowe, 1987

Using Wait Time or Think Time

• Simply pause after 
asking a question 
for five seconds. 
– Count inaudibly, use 

a stopwatch or follow 
second hand on a 
clock.

– Peer coaching or 
video-taping can 
help to develop 
awareness.

• Think about the how long your typical wait 
time is.

• Do you pause a full 5 seconds to give 
students time to think?

• How long do you pause for SWDs and 
ELLs?

• Discuss with your left shoulder partner 
how you might increase your wait time.

Activity: Left Shoulder Partner Verbal Response Strategies

• Individual Questioning–calling on students 
unpredictably heightens student attention

• Ask the question first, then pause before 
calling on the student to respond.
– Use seating chart, tallying to monitor rate of 

questions presented to each.
– Student names on strips of paper, drawn as 

questions asked.
– Use one of the strategies mentioned above, and 

call on a student to repeat or summarize what the 
student just said.



• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v8uYS
48BIUw

• Numbered heads together
• Cold call
• https://vimeo.com/43990521

• https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/im
prove-student-participation

• Using playing cards



Reflection

Jot down an idea as to how you can 
incorporate an individual questioning 

strategy into your lesson planning

• https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/thi
nk-pair-share-lesson-idea

Verbal Responses:
Unison Reading

• Choral Responding–all 
students in class 
respond in unison to a 
teacher question.

• Suitable for review, to 
teach new skills, as a 
drill, or as a lesson 
summary.
– Demonstrated at all 

grade levels, K-12

• Choral response: Explanation demo
• http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKkR0E

pvrcM

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Em-
VRAqZTck

• Archer



Ms. Finch�s first graders have just finished reading a story 
about a young boy named Howard.

Ms. Finch puts her storybook on her lap and holds up her hand 
and says, �Class, get ready to tell me the main character in 
today�s story.� She says, �Think big,� drops her hand as a 
signal, and the students chime in, �Howard!� �Howard is 
right,� exclaims Ms. Finch. �Way to go!� She asks ten more 
quick questions–some about the setting and main idea. �Last 
one. Here we go. The problem Howard faced today was 
finding his lost dog. Is that true or false? Think about it.� She 
signals and the student eagerly respond, �False!� The 
students laugh and so does Ms. Finch. �I couldn�t trick you, 
could I?� she asks. �Tell me why that�s false.� She calls on 
James who is frantically waving his hand to answer.

Wood and Heward, 2004

Mr. Rogers� 9th grade class American History class is 
reviewing for a test. 

Mr. Rogers says, �Class, think first then tell me together the 
answer to this question.  What major event in American history 
did the Reconstruction Era follow? He drops his  hand as a 
signal, and the students responded, �The Civil War� �That�s 
right. Everyone participated, great!�He then asks three more 
quick questions about the Reconstruction Era. He ends with 
another question.  �OK, this time tell me if this statement is 
true or false. Remember to respond after I drop my hand. 
Ready? True or false…the only focus of the Reconstruction 
Era was to reconstruct the South. He drops his hand as a 
signal, and the students responded a mix of true and false.  
That told Mr. Rogers he needed to do a quick review of all the 
reasons for the Reconstruction Era. 

Using Choral Responding
1. Develop questions in advance with only one right 

answer that can be answered with short, 1-3 word 
answers.

2. Provide a thinking pause or wait time of at least 
three seconds between asking the question and 
prompting students to respond.

3. Use a clear signal or predictable phrase to cue 
students to respond in unison.

4. Use a brisk, lively pace.
5. Provide immediate feedback on the group 

response.

• Think about a new lesson or review you 
recently did.  How could you have 
incorporated choral responding into that 
lesson?

• Discuss with your right shoulder partner.

Activity: Right Shoulder Partner



Non-Verbal Responding

• Every student actively answering or responding 
to each question or problem posed by the 
teacher.

• Same benefits as verbal response strategies.
• Most common approaches: 
☺ white boards, 
☺ written response cards, 
☺ signaling or movement responses
☺ “clickers” 

Non-Verbal Strategies

• White Boards–students have personal 
white board to write answers to teacher�s 
questions with an erasable pen.
– Letters, words, numbers, draw symbols, or 

solve problems.
– When cued, hold up board to display 

answers.
– Students use an eraser, sponge, or cloth to 

erase their answer and await next question.

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lX0JEZ
3Pgk4

• White boards and cups: Dylan William

Non-Verbal Strategies
• Response Cards–pre-printed 

cards, signs or items that have 
choice words on each side 
held up simultaneously.
– Yes/No, True/False, 

Odd/Even, Agree/Disagree
– Set of few choices 

(e.g., noun, pronoun, verb, 
adverb, letters, numbers, 
story elements)



Response Cards vs. 
Traditional Hand Raising

Time used Response card Hand raising

30 minutes 22 
Responses/child

1.5
Responses/child

180 days 3700
Responses/child

270
Responses/child

99  1   , 99  1 & 69 1  

If response cards were used instead of hand raising for just 30 minutes per day, 
each student would make more than 3,700 additional academic responses during 

the school year.

• Teach, model and practice the routine
1. Question                  5.  Cue to Show  
2. Think                        6.  Hold up Card
3. Decide Answer        7.  Put Down Card
4. Wait                         8.  Prepare for Next Question. 

• Maintain lively pace
• Short time between questions
• Give clear cues 
• OK to look at classmates� cards 
• Specific, positive feedback for correct answers and 

use of cards

Use of Response Cards

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tXbGD
mo0Pj4

• Response cards

Reflection

Jot down an idea as to how you can 
incorporate any of the response card 
methods into your lesson planning



Using White Boards or Response Cards
Teachers should:

•Teach the expected behaviors, including when to select 
their card or write their response, when to share, and 
when to clean boards or reposition cards for next 
question.
•Prepare questions to carefully match your response 
option.
•Assess student responses and provide clear, specific 
feedback.
•Provide the correct answer and a brief explanation if a 
significant number of students did not respond 
accurately, then re-present the question.

• Pair with another participant
• Discuss a lesson you teach that could 

include the use of response cards 
• Be sure each of you comes up with a plan
• Refer to the handouts

(one elementary and one secondary)

Response Card Activity

• https://vimeo.com/101254151

• Chalk Talk



Non-Verbal Strategies
• Student Response Systems–

commonly called �clickers.�
1. During class discussion, the 

teacher displays or asks a 
question.

2. All students key in their answer 
using a hand-held keypad or 
other web-based device.

3. Responses are received and 
displayed on the teacher’s 
computer monitor and on an 
overhead projector screen.

Using �Clickers�
• Teachers see immediately how students answer.
• Helps to guide teacher instruction.
• Devices are numbered so that individual 

responses can be downloaded for 
recordkeeping or further analysis once the 
session has ended. 

• Student engagement and motivation or student 
satisfaction seems to be enhanced

• All can respond anonymously using a familiar 
game approach.                              

Reiser & Dempsey, 2007

• Technology applications of response 
cards
–Clickers
–Plickers
–Cell phones www.polleverywhere.com

• Teach the procedure

–Other ideas www.socrative.com

• Highly motivating
• Respond anonymously

Electronic Alternatives “Plickers”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DfUB05xiIGM
Cartoon
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bejiz2HzUz8
Explanation



Non-Verbal Strategies
• Signaling or Movement Activities

– Thumbs up/thumbs down, stand up/sit 
down, move to four corners, etc.

• Silently think of one strategy you currently 
use to call on students unpredictably.

• Everyone stand up.
• One person will tell the strategy they use.  

If you use the same strategy, sit down.
• We will continue until all ideas are heard 

and everyone is sitting.

Activity: Stand Up/Sit Down

• https://vimeo.com/101559969

• Take a stand



Non-Verbal Strategies–Con�d

• Guided Notes–teacher prepared handouts 
leading students through a presentation or 
lecture with visual cues or prepared blank 
spaces to fill in key facts or concepts.
– Increases attention and engagement.
– Provides a standard set of notes.
– Helps with outlining skills.
– Lessons must follow the guided notes.

Developing Guided Notes

• Identify key facts, concepts, or 
relationships that could be left blank for 
students to fill in. 

• Consider inserting concept maps or a 
chart, diagram, or graph to help with 
understanding.

• Provide students with formatting clues 
such as blank lines, numbers, bullets, etc.

• Be careful not to require too much writing.

Guided Notes
• Opportunity to Respond is an instructional question, 

statement or gesture made by the teacher seeking 
_______________________.

• Rate of teacher instructional talk is ___% of an 
instructional period

• Optimal rate of prompts is ___ average per minute.
• Effective wait time is ___ or more seconds.
• Three common strategies to increase OTR are:

1. Tracking students called on
2. Guided __________
3. Response ________



Guided Notes Resources

• http://montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/hia
t/tech_quick_guides/Word_Guided_Notes.pdf

• https://www.interventioncentral.org/rti2/guided_no
tes

• https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/d
aily-lesson-assessment

Tiered exit card



Vimeo: Expeditionary Learning

• https://vimeo.com/search/page:3/sort:relev
ance?q=expeditionary+learning

Activity: Opportunities to Respond

• List the subjects or content areas that you 
teach. 

• Identify the verbal and non-verbal opportunity to 
respond strategies that could be used to 
improve your student learning outcomes in 
those subjects or content.  

• Put a star by the one you will make a 
commitment to develop first.

• Share with a partner. 
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